
City of Rolling Hills, KY – Regular Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Place: On-line via Zoom 

Tuesday, 5/18/2021 - 7:00PM  

Mayor:  Judith Crowe


Commissioners:

	 Michele Fawver (Sanitation)

	 Rebecca Rupp (Safety)

	 Audrey Wagner (Public Works)

Others: 

Karen Gott (Clerk)

David Metz (Treasurer)

Carrie Ritsert (City Attorney)

George Stewart (Code Enforcement)


	 David Ricci (Landscaping)


Absent:  Shalonda Gregory (Finance) (absent, unexcused)

	    
Guests:  David & Valerie Elder, Pam Vazquez, Margaret Mwale, Doug Engelsman


The monthly Commissioners’ meeting of the City of Rolling Hills, Kentucky was held on May 
18, 2021 via an online video conference using the Zoom meeting platform. Mayor Crowe called 
the meeting to order at 7:02 PM and welcomed all.  


Approval of Agenda: 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rupp to approve the agenda with changes (the addition 
of the agenda topics: bond payment and a request by a resident to be permitted to have a 
dumpster and storage unit on her property for a month). Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Fawver. The motion passed. 


Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  
A motion was made by Commissioner Rupp to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2021 
meeting.  Seconded by Commissioner Fawver.  The motion passed.


Municipal Orders: 
Treasurer Metz presented the municipal order 11, series 2020-2021 to pay the bills.  A motion 
was made by Commissioner Fawver to approve municipal order 11, series 2020-2021. 
Seconded by Commissioner Rupp. The motion passed. 


Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer Metz presented the Financial Report for the month ending April 30, 2021.  
Commissioner Fawver made a motion to accept the Financial Report for the month ending 
April 30, 2021. Seconded by Commissioner Rupp. The motion passed. 
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Public forum:  
David Elder suggested that all residents in attendance at the Zoom meeting be acknowledged.  
Mayor Crowe did so.  Mr. Elder asked about the status of the building that was formerly the 
Korean BBQ restaurant, noting that it had recently been painted.   Mayor Crowe commented 
that the building is still for sale, and that is all we know at this time. Commissioner Fawver 
indicated that the building is essentially a shell.   Mayor Crowe mentioned that the former 
Springdale Automotive building had been for sale, but noted that the for sale sign is down.  
Resident Pam Vazquez asked about the work that has recently been done in the Green Space.  
She was interested in knowing the plans for that area.  Mayor Crowe shared that overgrowth 
has been taken out, including a lot of invasive honeysuckle.  Treasurer Metz commented that a 
Green Space update was on the agenda, which may answer the question.   


City Attorney:


Attorney Ritsert reminded the Commission that Rumpke’s contract expires in June.  


She stated that the Tax and Budget ordinances would need to have their first public readings.


A motion to have the first public reading of ordinance 1, series 2021-2022 to establish a new 
ad valorem tax rate for the 2021-2022 fiscal year was made by Commissioner Wagner. 
Commissioner Rupp seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   


Attorney Ritsert gave a summary reading of ordinance 1, series 2021-2022 which establishes 
the ad valorem tax rate for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.  She noted that there were two changes 
from last year’s tax ordinance.   First, the due date was moved from September 2nd to 
September 1st.   The second change was in the ad valorem tax rate.  Last year’s rate was .1859 
and the new tax ordinance would be .1903 for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.   


Attorney Ritsert shared the proposed budget documentation via a split screen so all could see 
it in the Zoom meeting. 


A motion to have the first public reading of ordinance 2, series 2021-2022 to establish a budget 
for the 2021-2022 fiscal year was made by Commissioner Rupp, Commissioner Wagner 
seconded.  Motion passed. 


Attorney Ritsert read a summary of the ordinance 2, series 2021-2022, which establishes a 
budget for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.  


Attorney Ritsert reported that the comparison of revenue for the 2020-2021 was $349,300 and 
the new fiscal year’s revenue is projected to be $338,050.    


The new budget for 2021-2022 was based on the previous fiscal year’s budget.   Treasurer 
Metz mentioned some of the notable differences such as the lawn and landscaping budget for 
2021-2022 was increased in anticipation of additional work being done. Also, the budget 
amount for sanitation is unknown at this point because our contract expires in June, without a 
new contract secured.   Furthermore, last year we had $147,000 allocated for general paving, 
whereas no paving projects are currently planned for the 2021-2022 fiscal year.  The Green 
Space budget was kept the same as the 2020-2021 fiscal budget.  The road fund expense for 
streets and sidewalks was significantly cut back in the 2021-2022 budget because there are no 
current paving or sidewalk plans for the new fiscal year.
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Mayor Crowe reminded everyone that the budget could be changed if needed, even after the 
start of the new fiscal year.   


Attorney Ritsert spoke about the American Rescue Act webinar that she attended.   The City of 
Rolling Hills is estimated to receive $183,689 from the American Rescue Act.  It is an 
application process, not a reimbursement.   It’s more akin to a grant process, with any money 
the City may receive maintained as a separate line item added in our records.  Treasurer Metz 
has been working to secure some of the required documentation for the application. We have 
no idea when the money will be received, but Attorney Ritsert said half is supposed to arrive in 
Summer 2021 and the remaining half in 2022.  Drainage and sewer improvements in the Green 
Space may be eligible.  More guidance will be forthcoming and Attorney Ritsert will update the 
Commission as new information is made available.   Attorney Ritsert additionally suggested 
that we obtain a quote for drainage and sewer improvements, so that we have a general sense 
of the cost. She suggested that Louisville Paving may be able to provide a quote for the work. 


Commissioners Reports 

Safety/Code Enforcement—Commissioner Rebecca Rupp  
Commissioner Rupp gave her report. Per the Crime Mapping website, the following were 
reported crime incidents within the ½ mile area from the 9300 block of Aylesbury Dr in the City 
of Rolling Hills for period of 4/14/21 through 5/11/21: One Motor Vehicle Break-in/Theft of more 
than $500 and less than $10,000.


Commissioner Rupp also reported that several residents had contacted her with concerns, 
which she had passed along to Officer Stewart.  Additionally, Meadow Vale Police are 
monitoring the intersection of Goose Creek and Aylesbury for people running the stop signs.  


Code Enforcement Officer George Stewart reported that he had issued 11 courtesy notices for 
overgrown grass, which is down from the number of violations compared to this time last year.    


Officer Stewart commented that the shopping center is doing a better job of picking up paper, 
notably the east side where Ollie’s is located has improved.  


Officer Stewart also reported that a resident on Aylesbury had constructed a temporary 
structure connected to a utility pole. LG&E was contacted and the structure has since been 
removed.    


Finance: 

Commissioner Gregory was absent.

 

Sanitation:  

Commissioner Fawver said she’s been in contact with Rumpke and we should have a renewal 
contract soon.   She reported that trash was not picked up on one half of Glover Lane one day 
this month, due to a truck overheating.  Rumpke sent a truck to pick up trash the next day. 


Public Works: 

Commissioner Wagner said things have been quiet, and nothing has come up recently.  


Old Business 

Discussion of paving the part of Tiverton from Goose Creek to the stop sign at Meadow 
Vale— 
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We have received a bid in the amount of $6,920 from Libs, who repaved our roads last year.  
Libs is also the contractor that will be paving in Meadow Vale in June.   


Commissioner Fawver made a motion to accept the bid from Libs for $6,920 to pave the block 
and a half of Tiverton from Goose Creek to Aylesbury. Seconded by Commissioner Wagner.  
Motion passed. 


Bond Payment—State statute says that people who have access to funds must be bonded if 
they handle money.    The bond would provide $30,000 in coverage. 


Motion was made by Commissioner Fawver to have the Mayor, Treasurer and Clerk bonded.  
Seconded by Commissioner Wagner. Motion passed.   


Discussion on Green Space mowing of the meadow—Once the space is cleared and 
cleaned, our current contractor could mow the existing meadow, not including any additional 
forestry at this time.  Discussion as to whether it would be monthly or bi-weekly.     


Landscaper David Ricci indicated that to access the road down to the Green Space with his 
regular mowing equipment, additional riprap (#3) rock would be needed for the erosion, at a 
cost of $740 for materials and labor. 


If mowing were to happen monthly, he would use a tractor and the meadow would not be as 
clean.   A bi-weekly mowing of the meadow would have a cleaner result and could be done 
with regular mowing equipment.


Commissioner Rupp made a motion to hire landscaper David Ricci for $740 to lay riprap rock. 
Seconded by Commissioner Wagner. Motion passed.


Commissioner Fawver made a motion to have David Ricci mow the Green Space meadow for 
$90 bi-weekly.  Seconded by Commissioner Wagner. Motion passed.  


Discussion on Green Space Clean up— Treasurer Metz gave an update.  Forestry mowing, 
as a point of reference, is a complete clean out which removes invasive ground cover as well 
as three to four inch trees and honeysuckle. Bob Ray is our contractor, and their forestry 
mower was used to clean up around a very old Sycamore tree as a test run.  The forestry 
mowing was later run from the east side (where the meadow is located) up to the fences of the 
people who live on Tiverton, east of Langdon Drive.  They also ran the forestry mowers into a 
drainage zone, which is an area behind some homes on Tiverton.  The drainage area is a 
rainwater shed, which is dry otherwise.  It is also close to the boundary line. The forestry 
mowing turned from the creek/drainage zone and came back west from the City’s property line 
towards the creek and cleaned out a significant portion of the overgrowth between the 
meadow and the creek.  Additionally, from the bottom of the road they have mowed as far west 
as they can go without bringing in additional support.   There is a significant gully due to 
drainage that would need temporary bridging to access.  Bob Ray has not done it yet. They 
have mowed around the two-acre meadow, but they have not proceeded west of Langdon 
Drive down behind the homes on Tiverton and the creek.  Finishing the job is a matter of 
weather and personnel. It was noted that the forestry mowing only occurred on property 
owned by the City, not on any privately held property.  The intent is to get rid of the overgrowth 
so that we may have a more open walking area.   There is likely another week’s worth of 
forestry mowing work yet to be done.  


Mayor Crowe asked residents if this explanation answered their questions.   Pam Vazquez 
inquired as to whether the limbs and other debris that had been cut down would be cleared.  



Rolling Hills Minutes: May 18, 2021 Page 5

Treasurer Metz replied that it was yet to be seen and mentioned that he would be meeting with 
the supervisor soon.   


Doug Engelsman asked about plans for maintenance of the mowed areas, seeding and so 
forth.  Treasurer Metz replied that this is a multi-year project and it would depend upon what 
the Commission approved. An herbicide of some sort like Roundup could potentially be 
applied next year because the current forestry mowing is not getting the roots.  Treasurer Metz 
noted that the maintenance needs will become more evident next year.  A walking path would 
be likely, which may develop on its own if people do walk down there.  Margaret Mwale 
requested that a more eco-friendly herbicide be used.      


COVID vaccination site at Plantation City Hall—Mayor Crowe shared that the City of 
Plantation would have a vaccination site in their parking lot on Saturday, May 22nd from 12 to 4 
pm. Walk-ins or drive-thru available.  It is sponsored by U of L.  The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine will be administered.


Codification update—Mayor Crowe and Clerk Gott will work on the ordinance draft and make 
sure that American Legal receives the necessary paperwork so they may finish the codification 
and publish them.   Once the City receives the codified ordinances, they will be posted on the 
City’s website.


Discussion on lawns and yards of some of the elderly residents that need assistance—
Mayor Crowe asked that if someone has an elderly neighbor that is having trouble getting their 
yard mowed, please contact her or Clerk Gott. 


Storage Unit and Dumpster --Resident Margaret Mwale requested permission for a storage 
unit and dumpster to be permitted on her property for one month, instead of the City’s 
ordinance permitting 14 days, to allow time for her significant home renovation. 


A motion was made by Commissioner Fawver to permit Margaret Mwale to have a dumpster 
and storage unit on her property, preferably on her driveway if they will fit, for a period of one 
month.   Seconded by Commissioner Rupp.  Motion passed.    


New Business 

Letter to owners of the shopping center—Mayor Crowe had sent a letter to the shopping 
center owners and has not heard from them.  She will send another letter to them.   


Repainting of white bars at each stop sign—We need to get bids.  Mayor Crowe will call 
companies to see if they will still honor their previous bids. 


Discussion on when or if we need to pave the other streets which have not been done—

Glover, Walhampton, Tiverton and Langdon.


No decision was made.


Public Forum: 

David Elder commented that he does not have much traffic on Habersham and remains 
opposed to replacing the speed bumps.    
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Adjourn 
Commissioner Wagner made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Rupp, to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM.


Mayor:  Judith Crowe	 	 	 Clerk:  Karen Gott


Date:   June 15, 2021


